OEconomia
oeconomiajournal.com
Volume: 07, No: 1(2024)
ISSN: 2269-8450,2113-5207

A Critical Review of Khalid Javed's Short Stories

1. Dr.Nusrat Jabeen , Vice Principal, Head Department of Urdu, Fauji Foundation College for Girls
Rawalpindi

2. Dr.Parveen Kallu , Associate Professor , Department of Urdu , Government College University
Faisalabad

3.Dr.Mutahir Shah , Assistant Professor, Department of Urdu , Hazara University Mansehra

4. Dr.Samina Shamshad, Department of Urdu , University of Lahore , Sargodha Campus
5.Dr.Muhammad Rahman , Assistant Professor, Department of Urdu , Hazara University Mansehra

6. Dr.Subhanullah , Government Degree College Lahor(Swabi)

Corresponding Authors

Dr.Nusrat Jabeen , nusratjabeen123@yahoo.com
Dr.Parveen Kallu , drparveenkallu@gcuf.edu.pk
Dr.Samina Shamshad , samina.shamshad@sgd.uol.edu.pk

Abstract: Khalid Javed is an important and reliable name of modern Urdu fiction. The fiction of the
modern era and Khalid Javed is indispensable. The major critics of Urdu literature have called him a great
fiction writer of the contemporary era. Khalid Javed is the modern era of Urdu fiction who has discovered
a unique and unusual style for his fiction which is his specialty. In this chapter, our topic is limited to
Khalid Javed's fiction writing. Therefore, we will examine his fictional art only.
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Literature Review

Before that, we will evaluate the fiction writing of Khalid Javed in terms of his fictional collections. We
include an opinion of Shamim Hanafi, a famous critic of Urdu literature. This opinion seems to be correct
in evaluating his fictional art. He says:
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His stories collection "Aakhri Dawat" was published by Henguin Books New Delhi in 2007. It includes the
following fictions:

. Aakhri Dawat

. Saaye

. Rooh main dant ka drd

. Jalty howy jungle ki Roshi main

. Pait ki trf murry howy Guthnay

6. Buray mosam mai

7. Mitti ka Ta,aqub

8. Qadmon ka Nooha gar
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A Critical Review of the Fiction "Aakhri Dawat"
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The first story of this story collection is "Aakhri Dawat". This story does not reject the traditional concrete
reality. In this story, a strange and unfamiliar atmosphere is created. The most disturbing thing in this story
is the reader. The writer, the poet of the poem and the ghazal of the three characters, the dying woman, who
is also the mother-in-law of the householder, shows the attitude of detachment. See a quote in this regard:
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In another place, describing the same nature of selfishness and detachment, the narrator writes:
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The above two passages lament the modern era's lack of connection and indifference more than
indifference. It has been a tradition in our eastern region that for the treatment of patients, their relations
from far away, But now it is known that even the death of blood relations does not hurt the modern man
more than the same hunger. If you look at this story in a symbolic context, the meanings and concepts are
more clear. The hunger of the narrator is modern. Due to the collective hunger of man, this modern man
has been entangled in the appetites in such a way that his sensitivity and intellectual maturity have been
mortgaged somewhere. There, the feeling is becoming deprived of the blessings of death.

Regarding the above-mentioned symbol, we have mentioned that a person's hunger is a symbol of
collective hunger. The same strange hunger is robbing us of the sense of belonging, respect and
relationships. But it says:
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This story also refers to a society in which everyone thinks of himself as better than others and displays
himself by using all the necessary and unnecessary methods of self-expression and other confessions of the
society. Expects him to appreciate his subtle qualities in many ways. For example, the narrator of this story
is a writer of fiction himself. These three characters want their art to be appreciated. In this regard, the
fiction writer wants to publish what he writes. He wants to see his writing published. In this way, the heart
of the poet and ghazal is also the same. In this story, a similar incident is presented. A poem of the poet was
published in a high magazine Organized. See the following quote in this regard:
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Another important aspect of this story is the religion and cultural identity of the characters. Through this
cultural identity, Khalid Javed did not preach any particular religion, but in an artistic way, he pointed
towards the religion and historical, social and religious elements of the characters. At one point, the owner
of the house used to pay money like this:
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In response to the owner of the house, when the poet of the ghazal recites the money like this:
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It is clear from the above quotations that these characters are representatives of Islamic civilization. But this
civilization has now become hollow. So hollow that they are proud to repeat the traditional things and
realize their own analysis about civilization, they are proud.Overall, despite the fact that the atmosphere
and characters of this story are unknown, their presence and their command come out in the present age. In
the atmosphere of the entire story, a mystery and a sense of detachment can be heard.
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Critical review of the story "Saaye"

This story is similar to "Aakhri Dawat" due to its atmosphere and atmosphere. The narrative of both stories
is suitable for the genre narrative that is characteristic of Khalid Javed's pen. There is no mention of a
specific settlement or even if there is, we cannot observe that settlement on a sensory level. In the story
"Saaye" the past of a person who comes back to his father after 20 years is presented. He wants to feel the
boss, now he sees that the city is now divided into two parts, the old part of the city and the modern part.
Here is an excerpt:
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The story "Saaye" also has the peculiarity that this legend is connected with two eras through its main
character. With the past and the present. In this story, the elements of sorrow and grief are seen to show
their way alternately. The duration is not too long. The main character enters the city and while describing
the city, the author has paid special attention to the details. The elements of society are clearly visible. The
main character of this story is also fully familiar with his religious festivals and religious prayers. After
that, the main character will not die for a whole year. Here's an excerpt:
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Another quality of the story "Saaye" is that it is similar in title and point of view. For example, when the
narrator returns to his homeland after twenty years, he does not see any field in his homeland, when this
city was ancient, so his the shadows of the buildings fell on each other. Instead of falling on each other, the
shadows of A and B keep hitting each other. Consider a quote in this regard:
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In terms of symbolism, this legend also has its own meaning. Just as the modern era has distorted the
identity of human beings and turned them into shadows, whose identity has been lost, just as the shadow
has its specific social and political background. In the same way, the human being of the modern age has
become devoid of moral values such as respect, tolerance and consideration. The moral system of man that
he had at one time, the problems of the present era have led to the defeat of that system. It has been thrown
away.

Critical Review of the Fiction "Rooh main dant ka drd"

This story comes third in terms of fictional sequence. The atmosphere of this story is more familiar than
the first two stories. The characters are also clear in it. One character is the narrator who has a toothache
and goes to the dental clinic. And the second character is that of a dentist. The dialogues of both of them
make it sad that these two characters are equally suitable for the story. The duration in this story is very
short. The main theme of this fiction revolves around violence. The novelist has presented the subject of
violence on a philosophical level. In this story, the elements of sorrow and grief also give a sense of
belonging. From a symbolic point of view, the author has considered the soul in the story as social and
toothache as the evils spread in the society. Apart from toothache, he had several organs, in which he could
prove the severity of the pain symbolically. For example, earache, eye ache, stomachache, nose ache, but so
on. Because the teeth are more in number than the rest of the organs. Social evils in the society are not two
or four but more in number. In this way, violence is not one or two, but violence is more. The story writer
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has described good looks as a kind of violence. The author of fiction has described beauty as a form of
violence. The author of fiction has called violence and exploitation two sides of the same coin in a very
artistic way.

The author examines the philosophical aspect of violence in these words:
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In this passage, another dimension of the symbol is expressed even if the evils are not completely
eradicated from our society. In this passage, the author through the dentist. In below Quote the writer
expresses his thoughts with the help of dentist as follows:
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Just as there are still possibilities of pain and fiber etc. in the existence of teeth, in the same way human
existence and social evils in society are inseparable. It should not hollow out the roots of the society in the
same way that toothache and flossing hollow out the roots of the tooth.

In general, this story is also complete in terms of intellectual and technical aspects. In which the author of
the story has adopted symbolic and metaphorical style while deviating from the traditional narrative.

A Critical Review of the story “jalty howy jungle ki roshni main”

In terms of fictional order, this story comes fourth. This story revolves around its main character. The
protagonist of this story is a geography teacher in his madrassa. He considers the knowledge of geography
better than all other sciences. He is so expert in his subject that even though he has never stepped out of the
Madrasa premises in his life, yet he can tell the map of the whole world sitting down. His parents are long
dead. In blood relations, He saves his sister's life. The main character suffers from a disease. The disease is
such that the symptom of the disease is that a part of his body starts to deteriorate. The damaged area starts
to turn deep red. This mysterious disease with all its horrors follows him throughout his life. Because he
does not have money to treat this disease. His sister is forced to believes in witchcraft and treatment at
shrines. In this regard, she takes him to shrines, which the narrator describes as follows: )
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Some social aspects are also made a subject in this story. This story is no less than a mystery. The origin of
the story begins with the existence of human life and the basic concept of Space that the world spread on
the map of geography is a world of humans and other people. It was devoid of life and full of mountains,
forests, seas and deserts and this is the true form of this world. This point is the center of this legend. The
author of the story saw history and geography from a philosophical point of view. Given that the presence
of geography is a priority. Later when humans stepped on this map of the world, history came into being.

History is related to the past of living people. Those people who have made the work of people like
themselves a part of their memory or a part of writing. Geography is a part of the phenomena of nature like
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Pure Space. These phenomena of nature are part of the independence that is specific to Pure Space. During
this period, the narrator of the story about the place and status of man on the earth writes:
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Elements of superstition can be seen in this story. When no one understands his illness, his sister tells him
about "Don't Cut™:
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On the whole, the unfamiliar atmosphere in this story has attracted the attention of the reader. But this
atmosphere also opens up to the serious reader and the literary philosophy of Khalid Javed is not unfamiliar
to the serious reader.

A Critical Review of the Fiction "Pait ki tarf murray howy ghutnay"

This fable comes fifth in terms of plot. The narrator of this fable is a ghost who narrates an angle of his
story that spans a certain period. The duration of the ghost story is only one afternoon which is He calls it
an afternoon of entertainment. He describes what he sees or feels during this entertainment. He is fully
aware of his ghost hood. Therefore he repeatedly expresses in his narration that he is a ghost and does not
see things from the point of view that humans see.

If we look at the thematic level in this story, a social problem has been made the subject, which is a place
of shame even for a human being. He used to be a man, he himself describes how he became a ghost. One
night when everything was normal, his wife killed him with an acquaintance. During that killing, a man
who Feelings can be angry, surprised and vengeful. These feelings make him fall from the human level and
enter the ghost form. He becomes a ghost and the ghost shows in his story that in this society, man is in the
world of self-centeredness. Because they can be cunning and deceitful with other human beings. In today's
society, there are very few people who understand the pain and suffering of others. Human actions have
become so ugly that even ghosts are ashamed of them. Here is an excerpt from the story:
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"Tafreeh ki aik dopeher™ also shows a similarity in point and title. As the story progresses, the title and
point become similar. A paragraph titled " Tafreeh ki aik dopeher ", See quote:
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It is also possible to interpret this story in a symbolic context. A ghost living on a non-human level is
admitting to being a ghost, but those who are in the world of self-centeredness and living a selfish life are
also ghosts. But they don't believe it. The author criticizes that group of interstellar ghosts, who are
stubborn to live a human life despite living a worse life than a ghost.

A Critical Review of the Fiction “Buray mosam main”:
This story is the seventh of this collection (Aakhri Dawat) in terms of technical order. In this fable

(collectively) there are four characters who are in motion. Who have no name in the fable. The first
character is a person who at all does not work. He depends on his wife's earnings. The second character is

\77
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his mother, who has passed away a long time, but at every step of his life, he remembers his mother's
advice, which he mentions to himself. He does it in front of his wife and she listens from the front. Even if
she listens, she is very disgusted. She plays the role of his wife who is a primary school teacher. All the
means of livelihood of the house are also on her shoulders, who, being a woman, does all the work that a
man does in this society and also gives her the decoration. The fourth role of both of them. There is a
daughter who is given to him by God in the seventeenth year of marriage in a mixed state of mercy and
blessing and the word childlessness is added to his name in the society. This girl actually falls ill. Seeing
her illness, her mother becomes very worried. Her condition becomes irritable. She is very angry all the
time. She begins to live and on the sword of this anger, her idle husband comes. In this regard, when their
fifteen-month-old sick daughter, who has small red rashes on her body, who keeps crying all night, and the
mother takes her in her arms and keeps entertaining her when the sick girl urinates. How the woman speaks
to her husband with unbridled anger:
(18)“ 58 = S Sl 0l G S O ) 30 Ju ASoa 8 Gl v sala by SOl 5o 7
When his wife was changing the girl's underwear, he ran and brought a lantern. How did the wife talk to
her husband? She said:
(19)“ S Sla Bla 3w yade Sl GEY”
In terms of psychology, if this story is studied carefully, then this is also includes psychological aspects.
The myth "Buray mosam main" presents the psychology of women and men in a better way. The characters
of this story belong to the middle class. There are many negative things in a man. He is useless, lazy,
sloppy, everything he does is useless. A woman is not a lazy worker, as mentioned in the beginning of the
story. Primary school teacher. She is more intelligent than a man, smart. There is a girl who is suffering
from a disease. She was only one and a half years old when she developed a rash. Both husband and wife
are very worried. Holds the man responsible:
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In the above quote, the psychology of a woman is presented. Well, every mother loves her child very much,
but the problem here is very complicated. In this house, after a lot of begging and insistence, that girl was
born, If she suffers from such a disease, her mother gets scared. She tells the reason of this disease is her
husband, who is always surrounded by filth.
When this story begins, there is a disease in the city where the eye is swollen. The man also has a swollen
eye Understands. t is a natural thing that a person mentions the person he loves repeatedly. In his
subconscious mind, the words, thoughts, emotions, feelings of this beloved person are present in the form
of a tree which he sees in time. In this story, the man loves his mother very much. Even though a long time
has passed since her death, he talks to his wife who does not want to listen to her mother's words. He
continues to tell and she continues to express her disbelief.
See the quote:
e BB (o B0 1S sl g (oS il USG (a8 8 55 5 (e 068 Um0 (S8 1S (s len el (S Jll”
b Sl s s sl o Sl s e Q8 (Sl g e ST CEy S jad S e (S S LS Gl

o3l ) s U5 O AS (8 S Ul = ) s 1S s L7

38


https://oeconomiajournal.com/

OEconomia
oeconomiajournal.com
Volume: 07, No: 1(2024)
ISSN: 2269-8450,2113-5207

=5 0 O S sl o Jls oy IA
(21)*““soban e pussa Ul )

The quality of Khalid Javed's stories has been the is a relationship between the title and the point of view of
his fictions. An example of this can be found in many stories of the last “Akhri Dawat” and also in this
story.

In this way, the title of this story can be connected with "Mard Ki Begargi" or "Ghar Ki Nahoosat" instead
of "Buray Mosam Mein".

A critical review of the story "Mitti ka Ta,aqob"

It is the eighth number of story in terms of stories order. In this story, the same legendary atmosphere is
found which is characteristic of Khalid Javed's fictional art. Khalid Javed has made the ugly aspects of life
a part of his fictional art, as Compared to the rest of the stories, the elements of solid realism shine brightly
in the story. At the very beginning of the story, the narrator describes how a dead body is brought for
postmortem, on which truck it is brought and how did the postmortem treat him, and under what
circumstances did the man commit suicide?

After the narrator is a monkey who explains how he followed his corpse as it was brought here in a truck.

Flash Back's technique is used in the story. The monkey describes the events from the childhood of the
owner and the current corpse to his death. He was selling elephants etc. to zookeepers but was poisoning
monkeys, dogs and parrots. The monkey's life was saved by the intervention of the owner's little girl. One
day it happened that the man was returning from the cinema house. The rustling of a bush on the way
blocked his way. The daughter of the circus man begged the man to raise the monkey. He became
somewhat attached to the circus. Because of this he gladly accepted this offer, later he became very friendly
to the monkey and to this man. There are senses that those who imagine him dead. In fact, he finds the
secret of life only after death. From the description of the corpse, we wear the indifference and inhumanity
of the postmortem. Finally, when his body is burnt and taken to the river, the monkey laments to the idol
that if his fourth leg was intact, he would have gone far with his master in the river.

At the very beginning of this story, there is a sense of tension in the atmosphere and the reader is affected
by the tense situation. See a quote in this regard:
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The main theme of this story is the tension between familiarity and alienation. On the one hand, there is the
monkey, the owner's girl's love for the monkey and the monkey's love for his other owner, while on the
other hand, the humans doing the postmortem are dealing with their own. Apathetic attitude towards the
body of the sex is the theme of alienation. Another thing that can be seen in this fiction is Charles Darwin's
theory of evolution. In short, this theory implies that it is said that man is the evolutionary form of monkey.

In this way, the issue of one monkey and human being is understood in this story. Another quality of this
story is that it also reflects the meaning on a symbolic level. The monkey has also come as a symbol of
selfishness. It doesn't even strengthen the art. But in this myth, they have described the greed of man by
comparing it with the greed of a monkey.

In this regard, he writes:
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Overall, we see that Khalid Javed has touched the new dimensions of art in this story. Despite telling the
story of this story through three characters, the connection and organization of Khalid Javed's art is
amazing in this story.

In this legend, some very complex facts have been revealed in the words of the dead body, due to which
the reader’s interest in the dead body increases instead of being afraid of it.

A critical review of the story "Qadamon ka noha gar":

This story is the ninth and the last of this collection in terms of artistic order. The main character of this
story is a shoe. He narrates his oral story about what school of thought and people belonging to different
leaders in this world. He has to see the incidents and accidents in his life and interpret them all. Their
bodies are in one house but their souls are wandering for another.

We find one such example in this story "Qadmon ka noha gar" where the husband and wife are far away
from each other even though they are with each other. They are strangers to each other and unable to
understand each other's feelings. They talk to each other like strangers. For example, one day when a rich
man comes home with new shoes and wants to get close to his wife, see his wife's behavior:
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Where such attitudes come between husband and wife relationships, each other's loyalties are also changed
for someone else. In a woman, if seen as a whole, the most valuable thing in her body is her chastity. This
rare woman does not hesitate to put her under the feet of others. Such an example is also found in this
legend. When the husband and wife start to stay away from each other spiritually and physically, the men
from inside their house and from their wife's room at night. He sees a another man coming out at that time
in night, which he interprets as "Qadmon ka noha gar" in the following words:
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In this story, where the conflict between wives is described, the capitalist system is also discussed. Due to
the unequal distribution of resources in this world, the rich are getting richer and the poor are getting
poorer. Capitalist people are those lice and gnats who are filling their bellies day by day by sucking blood
from the bodies of poor people. A similar example is that of the sick vegetable seller who vomits blood all
night and in the morning he has a rotten stomach. To feed and support his family, which includes only his
wife, he goes to the market and buys a little vegetable. But one day because he has no money in his pocket,
he is treated by the people in market as follows ;

R e gl g Gsime ol o ss Sy S (S e St Sl il S 0l S W Ly S o s Wl U380 05 02 SO
S £ 58 v Tser Tser S 5530 04 D) S S8l s 55 e SU g) e ¢ (56590 (S Gl 5y
2 osS Lamdanlog ¢S5 5 5aS (el Usis —eay SO oo lla e e e o W Lo a3 1S 55, 58
(26)“Le 1368 S 51 Y15 S s s 0 sl

In this story, the evil found in another society is pointed out and that evil is not in any common person but
in the very educated class of this society who spend half of their life getting education, but their education
is nothing. I can't spoil it, I mean the doctors. They are the messiahs who give lives to people, but they are
in the form of cruel doctors. When the poor vegetable seller goes to the government hospital for his check-
up, how do the doctors respond to him? :

40


https://oeconomiajournal.com/

OEconomia
oeconomiajournal.com
Volume: 07, No: 1(2024)
ISSN: 2269-8450,2113-5207

LS s sl (S sl G gy 3 JKIT €50 S 5 10

Q7). 356 s i 50 Se caalia L Ly

In this place, where the rich are getting richer and the poor are getting poorer, the rich class has reached the
extreme of scarcity and miserliness that they are not ready to spend so much even on blood relations.
Where the father of wealthy sons asks his sons to buy walking shoes, he refuse, and they wear ordinary
slippers, meaning he walks in the morning wearing these shoes. Then he dies.

We also see the disrespect of the human being by the appeal of "Qadmon ka nooha gar”. The same person
is also shown slitting his throat in the name of religion in the name of religion. An example of this is the
carpenter who falls into the hands of such a crowd and is brutally killed. How he begs for life from all the
stricken people with his hands tied. See in this quotation :
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With the help of the "footstep mourner”, this story describes the suffering associated with man and the
suffering is related to the soul. The story depicts the thief who fights with poverty and hunger. He who does
not steal anything big in society steals the necessities of life. He steals pieces of bread to feed his family.
He steals people's clothes to cover the body of his children. Similarly, one day. In the month of Ramadan,
when the house in front of them offers a pot of rice in the path of God, they distribute the rice to the whole
neighborhood, but consider them poor and leave their house. Their little child sees rice and insist to eat it.
The father does not tolerate it and he sneaks into the Moulvi's room for his son at Sehri time. When the
Moulvi finds out, he attack the thief, but he jumps down from the room which was on the roof of the
mosque. His body also collides with many wires and loses both legs.

See what words people express instead of sympathizing:
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If we look at the similarity between the point of view and the title, the symbolic fiction of Khalid Javed is
titled "Qadamon Ka Noha Gar". The title of the story itself explains the point of view of the story as well.
Khalid Javed has also introduced new creative flavors to Urdu fiction. In his hands, fiction has taken a new
route and thrown away all the trappings of traditionalism. His stories have given Urdu fiction a new
creative path while adding to the tradition. Fictional thought may also seem overly complicated but the
reality is the opposite. In fact, Khalid Javed's stories seems to open many new doors of thought. Khalid
Javed's fiction is not so much concerned with socio-political issues of our familiar world. He provides
access to the reader to the innermost feelings of man, sometimes the political and social issues that come in
his fictions come through Khalid Javed's own narrative and style rather than the traditional narrative. Like
every great fiction writer, Khalid Javed has succeeded to a great extent in creating a special atmosphere in
his stories. The characters of his stories also do not fall into the category of traditional characterization, nor
do they appear to be the characters of our society and in front of us or interacting with us every day, rather
the external and internal structures of these characters make us curious. It does and also eats the alienation
of these characters. These characters are created in a specific atmosphere and the full light has never been
shed on their social characteristics. The common character that represents social and moral virtues is often
hollow inwardly. Khalid Javed's characters are neither representatives of goodness nor evil, but both these
qualities are found in them and the spiritual and inner problems of the modern age. Represents humans
equipped with. The example of all the intellectual and artistic accessories of fiction writing is like flowers
and the example of style is like the vase in which the flowers are blooming. All these essentials are owed to
excellent style for presentation. Khalid Javed is well aware that no matter how high the thought is, if there
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is no good style, it is of no use. Similarly, if the style is very lively and the thought is low, still a high art
cannot come into existence. For the existence of a masterpiece, it is necessary to have the maturity of the
style with high and noble thought. Khalid Javed has also been unconventional in terms of the formation of
style. He discovered a similar style for his complex and convoluted thought; But despite being
representative of complex thought, it has the power to captivate the serious reader of literature. This style is
formed by combining elements of extreme boldness.
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